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Furman reports
Alumni College earns rave reviews from first class
Perhaps the greatest compliment to
Furman's first Alumni College was that,
on the program evaluations turned in by
the participants, every respondent answered
the question "Would you attend again?"
with a resound ing "Yes ! "
I n fact, the 2 5 alumni (representing
classes from 1 939 to 1 993) and friends
who gathered at Furman June 28-July I to
discuss "The New South" had only one
complaint: their classes weren't long
enough! They wanted more than an hour
to discuss such topics as "The New
Southern Theatre, ""Education in the New
South, ""The Pol itical Role of Women in
the New South"and "Greenville: Model
of New South C ities."
The participants were able to attend
six of nine one-hour class sessions. But
their opinions of the Alumni College
faculty, who represented the departments
of English, theatre arts, history, political
science, and economics and business, were
so high that one individual suggested, "You
should record all the classes so people
could hear the tapes of those sessions they
weren't able to attend."
Obviously, the inaugural Alumni
College class took seriously the invitation
to participate in an "educational vacation"
that offered them the chance to "revisit the
joys of college - with no papers to write,
no ass ignments to complete and no exams
to take. " Some even suggested that, in the
future, the university provide a reading l ist
so that they could bone up on the theme
before coming to campus.
Shannon Wilkerson Wilson ' 93,
d irector of the Alumni Association, was
floating on an Alumni College high long
after the weekend ended. She says, ''Things
couldn't have gone more smoothly. We
had a great group of people who really
meshed well and threw themselves into
the discussions and social events.
"Cons idering the interest and enthu
siasm this first Alumni College generated,
I think it's safe to say we'll be offering a
s imilar program again in the near future. "
Among other favorable comments
from the 25 participants:
• "The graciousness and interest of
faculty and staff were marvelous."

From left, Mary Lynch, Nancy Smith
Waldrep '63, Cal Cox Rogers '39 and
Anne Poole '56 take five in Johns Hall.

• "Thank you for the gift of this
experience . "
• "Being here this weekend reinforced
to me the exceptional qual ity of the faculty
at Furman and the level of teaching that
goes on here. The chance to have one-on
one conversations w ith the faculty at all
the meals was wonderful . "
• "If there were problems, I never
saw them. This was the most pleasant
experience I ' ve had in quite a while. "
• "I can't believe how well today's
students l ive ! "
Housed i n North Village, the uni
versity's apartment-style complex, Alumni
College students attended two classes each
on Friday and Saturday mornings and one
each afternoon. In between were meals,
campus tours and group buU sessions, caUed
"Cracker B arrels . "
The participants capped their weekend
with a graduation dinner at the home of
David and Susan Shi, Furman's president
and first lady. The event was described by
all as a perfect capper for the weekend.
Richard W. Riley ' 54, former two-term
governor of South Carolina and Secretary
of Education in the Clinton administration,
delivered the "Commencement"address.
While all involved were clearly

Edward West (front) and Max Little '56
focus intently on a classroom discussion.

inspired by their experience, the final word
goes to Barbara Griffin ' 80 of Holland,
M ich., who reflected the feelings of many
from the Alumni College Class of 200 l
when she said, "I feel much more connected
to Furman now after living so far away.
I am very proud to be a Furman alum and
to be part of such a distinguished group. "

